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GRACETOWN — TOURIST DEVELOPMENT SCHEME AMENDMENT 

Petition 
MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Treasurer) [3.04 pm]: I present a petition to the house that I have had certified 
by the Clerk and that conforms with the standing orders of the Legislative Assembly. It reads as follows —  

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, say  

The Tourist Development Scheme Amendment for the Gracetown Townsite Expansion Structure Plan 
is totally unacceptable for the following reasons: 

There are a few. To continue —  

1. The community consultation for the tourist facility is fatally flawed. The Tourist Facility has never 
been discussed in any detail by the Gracetown Development Investigation Reference Group (GDIRG), 
which in fact has not met since the 24th April, 2007, nor has there been a community workshop that 
specifically dealt with the Tourist Facility. That is, there has been no formal community input into the 
facility’s location, design/scale and function. By contrast, the residential development has involved 
Community Workshops on the 18th March ’06, a Community Design Session on the 14th October ’06 
and a Community Information Day on the 28th April ’07.  

2. The proposed location is totally inappropriate, being:  

— on the main street of town with direct access through the residential area, thus creating further traffic 
problems for all and constant disruption to surrounding houses  

— adjoining fragile coastal dune system  

— adjoining existing well established community service facilities such as Bush Fire Brigade and Sea 
Search Rescue.  

3. Too large by catering for 200-400 people at peak periods  

4. Does not reflect the original undertaking by the Government for a low key, low cost to the user, eco 
friendly facility with an aim to provide educational aspects regarding the coastal environment of 
Gracetown.  

5. Enables the land to be sold and not just leased which was also not the original undertaking of the 
Government.  

6. Concept plan indicates a commercial centre as much as an accommodation facility-totally 
unacceptable at this location and in direct competition with existing rental and commercial businesses.  

7. Essentially outlines a 4-5 star resort facility which is totally out of keeping with the environment, the 
original intention and main reasons why people visit this pristine area. 

Now we ask that the Legislative Assembly  

To do whatever is within it’s power to 

1. Initiate a proper consultation process with the Gracetown and wider community in regard to the 
Tourist Development Scheme Amendment for the Gracetown Townsite Expansion Structure Plan.  

2. Ensure no formal decisions are made at any government level until such a process is initiated.  

As I understand it, the petition contains 1 010 signatures. 

[See petition 57.] 
 


